
Particulars:  

  Acting President/                                            

 Vice President:               Bryan “Chummer” Chumbley 

                                              chumbley@mtco.com  

Secretary/ Treasure:      Jim “Smokin-Jimmy” Fassino 

                                              JFassino@me.com   

          Safety:                       Joe Lang 

                                              joe.a.lang@comcast.net  

     Webmaster:               Terry “The Flamer” Beachler 

                                              terryb@beachlers.com   

      Newsletter:                Jon “Dew Drop” Dewey 

                                             Dew6483@yahoo.com 

      

                                            

AMA CONTEST DIRECTORS: 

Jim Hogan, Jim Fassino, Jon Dewey, Jim Martin 

Flying Field Location: 

The flying field is located off Old Galena Road, 1/2 mile north of the        

Caterpillar Technical Center on the west side of the road. 

GPS Location: N40 51.844’ W89 33.788’ 

Flying Hours:  

Flying hours are 8am until dusk,  7 days a week. 

Membership: 

Club dues are $110/year. If paid on or before the December club meeting: 

$90, If paid between  December meeting and Jan 1st, $100. All members 

must belong to the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) 

General: 

We are committed to having fun and the safe operation of model        

aircraft. The Peoria RC Modelers is an equal opportunity, not-for-profit  

organization and always welcomes new  members. 

Flight Instruction: 

The Peoria RC Modelers offers flight instruction as a free service to      

anyone   requesting it. Contact a club officer for further information 

peoriarcmodelers.com 



                                  "A conundrum" 

Why is it, every time we look at a new airplane build 

project, we find six or seven projects we'd like to build. 

What a conundrum! 

I don't  have much room, only a spare bedroom in 

which to build, and store my prizes.  So, the last thing I 

need in another project.  Well, I used to fly more glow 

airplanes and some electrics which gave me some 

room.  But that has changed. My fleet has grown to 1/4 

scale gas engine powered birds,  but I have trended to 

1/3 scale airplanes lately.   

 I'm out of room, so I store a 1/4 scale Cub on the bed 

in the other bedroom.  How can you not love Cubs!   If 

my wife gets mad at me, I sometimes sleep in the spare 

bed with the Cub. 

Well, I see Hanger 9 is about to release a "large" Cub. 

Just what I need!  I don't have the room to store it, 

the money to buy it, nor the engine to pull it.  But it is 

"beautiful".  So what do I do?  I can Ignore it in hopes it 

will go away. 

I can block the internet and not look at the videos of it 

flying or a story on how it is built.  But it is 

"beautiful".  I can close my credit card account so I 

won't buy it, or I can move to "Upper Volta" were it is 

not released yet. 

It would be the longest wingspan airplane I've every 

owned, the largest engine I've ever purchased and the 

most money I've ever spend on one airplane.  This is 

not counting the large servos it will take, or the fancy 

receiver it will need, none of which I have.  Oh, by the 

way, it many not fit in my car. 

So what do I do?  I'll most likely run into one in a    

hobby shop, drool over it, complain about the price, 

and buy it anyway.  

However, I know I'm not alone, most of you have been 

in the same Conundrum 

Jim “Hollywood” Hogan 

See you in the Lawn chairs. 



Report 

As the winter months approach, soon  our field 

will be covered with ice and snow. This is not good 

for the type of planes we fly but Winston Churchill 

would be excited to have our ice covered field for 

his use. I ran across this story and I thought it 

might interest you. “In 1942 The British needed 

help. The German U-boats were  destroying the 

mighty British naval force. The worst affected area 

was a stretch of the Atlantic Ocean known as       

“U-boat Alley.” Here, out of range of Allied        

warplanes, the German subs could strike without 

fear. Geoffrey Pyke had the solution. The scientist 

worked in the British War Office and was working 

on the issue of how to get the Allied planes closer 

to U-boat Alley. Steel was in short supply as were 

other building materials and finding a solution was 

proving elusive. Then, it hit him. Why not just grab 

a chunk of ice from the  Arctic, tow it to U-boat   

Alley and then land planes on that? At that time, it 

was thought that ice was nearly indestructible. The 

International Ice Patrol had been formed after the 

sinking of the Titanic. They were charged with    

destroying icebergs that might interfere with ships. 

They reported that it was very difficult to destroy 

an iceberg, even with torpedoes and incendiary 

bombs. Churchill approved the plan and requested 

a prototype. Pyke named the project the HMS 

Habbakuk – misspelling the name of the Old      

Testament prophet who wrote: “be utterly amazed 

for I am going to do something in your days that 

you would not believe, even if you were told.” 

Susan Langley, a professor at St. Mary’s College of 

Maryland, has researched the HMS Habbakuk    

operation. She says that one of the problems with 

Pyke’s plan was that 90% of an iceberg is under 

water. In order to launch a plane, you need to be 

50 feet above the water, but that means there 

would be 500 feet of the iceberg below the water’s 

surface, making it impossible to move. 

The second problem with icebergs is that they tend to tip or 

roll when they melt – something that is undesirable when 

you are trying to land a plane on it. 

The new plan was to have a hull of ice in the form of a      

traditional ship. This required a refrigeration system 

in order to keep the ice from melting. 

The HMS Habbakuk was proposed to be 2,000 feet long and 

200 feet wide – the biggest warship ever made. It would 

weigh over 2 million tons and be big enough to hold 300  

aircraft. It would travel at 7 knots and be able to stand 

against 50-foot waves.  They now needed ice to build their 

prototype, so they turned to Canada. Specifically, in Alberta. 

Part of the appeal of the location was its proximity to a 

camp of conscientious objectors they thought could be used 

for the manpower needed to build the vessel. 

In 1943, a 60-foot long prototype was built. It had wooden 

walls and floors, refrigeration pipes and a giant block of ice 

from the lake. Inside the block of ice was frozen a refrigera-

tion unit. 



The prototype worked, but by the middle of the year, the 

project was running out of steam. Langley says there were 

three factors that ultimately doomed the Habbakuk. 

The first was the construction of an airbase in Iceland which 

meant that they no longer needed to figure out how to get 

planes closer to U-boat Alley. 

The second was the development of newer, more advanced        

warplanes that could fly longer distances on patrols. 

The third was the invention of the centimetric radar that 

made it easier for the Allies to track the German submarines. 

These three developments meant that Pyke’s ship was made        

obsolete before they’d even finished building it. However, the 

idea had worked, if not at the scale that Churchill wanted and 

not as quickly as he needed. 

By June of 1943, all testing on the Habbakuk was ended. 

Once the refrigeration unit was removed from the vessel, it 

sank  into the lake where it remains to this day – a testament 

to a crazy idea that almost came off.” 

Enjoy your winter building season. Get all your projects done, 

spring will be here before you know it.  

 

                   D.W. 
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