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Bugle’s blare Bugle
alerted Gls to e

“That sdmeé bugle, which was

Pearl attack ol stalied W1

jous to cram an additional 40

. nks. contributed greatly toward
» Mobilian's late father sounded :iﬁn,i the uw??g m’;u men
the first ‘call to arms’ as bombs sleepi{\g’:" the Mi:l :ﬂccl;g' Satur-
= : ' 4 : ". n — r m o w

hit the U.S. base in Hawaili md'vp,g,,, Sbitvious 1o the ,.‘,n' S

X & s x 1 118 _ - . & . nesesurprise attack which soon
¢KAa ySgald LISNJ F NbOt S 0\ uinrough the barracks walls.”  NJ

LG Ada +y AYydSNBasay3d N  Bates sald his father also be-
WSNNE .| d8a ¢ - s« came the youngest Marine in the
usSa ow/ [|d NLX I y! Corpcwhenhcnlegallyslgnedup 5

for service in Baton Rouge, La., ot

By GEORGE WERNETH
ST Raponier

During the early morning hoars of Dec. 7 V'J DAY mlvm

1941, 16.year-old Marine Loy E. "Lucky™ Bates

Jr. was standing guard behind his barracks at —
Pear! Harbor,

As the American flag was being raised on the
Marine 3rd Defense Baltalion's parade grounds,
a Japanese warplane roared over the Darraciks
and strafed a ncarby lumber yard.

A field musician first class, “Lucky” Bates
grabbed his bugle and became the first Ameri-
can serviceman to sound the “call to arms™ at
the start of World
War i, according to
his son, Jerry L.
Bates, 49, of Mobile.

“Lucky also sound-
ed taps over the
more than 2,000 casu-
alties of that day at
Pearl Harbor,” Bates
saxd.

Bates now has pos-
session of his father’s
battered! old bagle.

“I'm thinking of
donating it 1o the Na-
tional Muscum of Na-
val Aviation at the
Pensacola Naval Air
Station,”” he said.
“Lucky™” Bates and his "“They have a Pearl
bugle saved the lives of Harbor exhibit.™
several Marines sleep- Bates' father, a na-

off the il effects of tive of Plagquemine,
2 Saturday night, totally |, worked as a civil
oblivicus to the Japa- service engineer at

nese surprise attack. Mobile's Brookley
Field during the
1960s.

He moved to Clecarwater, Fla, in 1972 and
died in S1. Petersbarg in 1993, He was 67.
An article in a late 1940s edition of The Pana- Q

ma American newspaper in the Panama Canal
Zone told of “Lucky"” Bates' effort:
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5.
asgm was a litthe hell-raiser,” he

said, “Everybody agreed that he
needed to 0 into the Marines —
or if not, he would wind up in jail.

“Lucky" Bates had "a deport-
ment problem at a Catholic
school.,” and his parents “gave
him an ultimatum.”

Bates said his ﬂaqdpamu
falsely stated to the arine Corps
that his lfather was of sufficient age
s0 the Corps would accept him.

His father served as a bugler
only for alew moreweeks after the
attack on Pearl Harbor, he sald.

“Lucky” Bates became a mem-
ber of Carlson's Raiders of the ist
Marine Division and served al
Midway, Guadalcanal and the Sol-
omon islands. He was wounded

thiee times and retummed & he
United Siates where hé compH et
od his service on war bond tours.

“Lucky” Bates worked for the
Natiopal Geodetle Survey in
South America for about 15 tmrs
Before working at Brookl &y Fleld.
i 1977, he became the [irst cl?
plan ner [or Oldsmar, Fla, accordc-
g to his obituary in thé S
Petersburg Timed

Bates spid his dad kept the
bugle as & keepsake, Uk he never

heard him play it

“He spoke very little aboul i
e conskdered it to beé BOastng. I
think he realizsd it was just x
matier of being in the right — or
wrong = place il the right = or
wrong — Ume.
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Fro the Great War

A cqmlplletg Hobhy Shop
Suecialzng in New and Usee

Aircraft, Radios and Engines

to the Great Deal

Leonore, Il 61332

815 856-2272 /
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Rost in Peace

Glen Howard
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